CHAPTER   IX
THE SOPHISTS
A CERTAIN analogy may perhaps be discerned between thg progression of philosophic thought in Greece as we have traced it, and the political development which had its course in almost every Greek state during the same period. The Ionic philosophy may be regarded as corresponding with the kingly era in Greek politics. Philosophy sits upon the heights and utters its authoritative dicta for the resolution of the seeming contradictions of things. One principle is master, but the testimony of the senses is not denied ; a harmony of thought and sensation is sought in the interpretation of appearances by the light of a ruling idea. In Pythagoras and his order we have an aristocratic organisation of 'philosophy Its truths are for the few, the best men are the teachers, equal as initiated partakers in the mysteries, supreme over all outside their society, A reasoned and reasonable order and method are